
Nature
Scavenger 

Hunt NATIVE SPECIES

Plants & Flowers

Trees

Birds

Mammals

Insects Reptiles & Amphibians

Bottlebrush

Spanish Moss

Coontie Palm 

Flame Azalea

Black-Eyed Susan

Bonus: Coreopsis - FL State Wildflower

American Robin

Osprey 

Mourning Dove

Common Grackle

Great Egret 

Bonus: Northern Mockingbird - FL State Bird

Magnolia

Longleaf Pine

Live Oak

Needle Palm

Saw Palmetto

Bonus: Sabal Palm - FL State Tree

Gray Squirrel

Cottontail Rabbit

Nine-Banded Armadillo

Otter

Raccoon

Bonus: Manatee - FL State Marine Mammal

American Bumble Bee

American Lady Butterfly

Cabbage White Butterfly

Honey Bee

Green Darner Dragonfly

Bonus: Zebra Longwing Butterfly - FL State Insect

Florida Snapping Turtle

Eastern Chicken Turtle

Common Five-Lined Skink

Green Anole

Spring Peeper

Bonus: American Alligator - FL State Reptile

Northwestern Florida has many different types of native species that are crucial to keeping our local ecosys-
tems healthy. Getting to know the flora and fauna in your neighborhood is an important step towards conser-
vation. See if you can spot any of our native Florida residents listed below on your next nature walk. 
Use the accompanying field guide for reference, or click on each image to learn more. 
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Plants & Flowers

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

BOTTLEBRUSH 

SPANISH MOSS 

COONTIE PALM 

FLAME AZALEA 

BLACK-EYED SUSAN 

COREOPSIS 

Image Source: TC Palm 

Image Source: Gardening Channel

Image Source: University of Florida

Image Source: Costa Farms

Image Source: Bob Peterson

Image Source: University of Florida

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/bottlebrush.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/azalea.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/spanish-moss.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/coontie.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/black-eyed-susan.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/coreopsis.html
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/life/columnists/carol-cloud-bailey/2019/07/25/bottlebrush-trees-declining-throughout-south-and-central-florida-florida-gardening/1766151001/
https://www.gardeningchannel.com/how-to-grow-spanish-moss/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/coontie.html
http://www.costafarms.com/plants/black-eyed-susan
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/412994228301192783/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/azalea.html


Trees 

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA 

LONGLEAF PINE 

LIVE OAK

NEEDLE PALM

SAW PALMETTO

SABAL PALM 
Image Source: National Wildlife Federation

Image Source: University of Florida 

Image Source: IDTools.orgImage Source: P. Allen Smith Garden Home

Image Source: University of Georgia

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/magnolias.html
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nassauco/2017/05/21/fact-sheet-needle-palm/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/longleaf-pine.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/live-oaks.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/saw-palmetto.html
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_sabal_palm
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Plants-and-Fungi/Southern-Live-Oak
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/saw-palmetto.html
http://idtools.org/id/palms/palmid/factsheet.php?name=Rhapidophyllum+hystrix
https://pallensmith.com/2015/02/06/what-to-plant-under-a-southern-magnolia/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longleaf_pine#/media/File:Pinus_palustris_UGA1.jpg


Insects

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

AMERICAN BUMBLEBEE

AMERICAN LADY 

CABBAGE WHITE

HONEY BEE

GREEN DARNER

ZEBRA LONGWING 

Image Source: Bug Guide

Image Source: Bug Guide

Image Source: Alabama Butterfly Atlas

Image Source: Rachel Species Blog

Image Source: ButterflyEducation.com

Image Source: Nat. Geo. Kids

https://nwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/nat/2017/09/22/the-bumble-bee-one-of-floridas-vital-pollinators/
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/honey-bee/
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/american_lady.htm
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/gardening-with-wildlife/white-and-yellow-butterflies.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/gardening-with-wildlife/dragonflies.html
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/zebra_longwing.htm
https://bugguide.net/node/view/1310448
https://bugguide.net/node/view/2613
https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/species/details/118/cabbage-white
http://rachelspecies.blogspot.com/2010/07/green-darner-dragonfly.html
https://www.butterflyidentification.com/zebra-butterfly.htm
https://www.natgeokids.com/za/discover/animals/insects/honey-bees/


Birds

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

AMERICAN ROBIN 

OSPREY 

MOURNING DOVE

COMMON GRACKLE

GREAT EGRET

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD
Image Source: Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Image Source: Connecticut Audubon

Image Source: AudubonImage Source: Audubon

Image Source: Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Image Source: Houston Audubon

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/american-robin
https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/common-grackle
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Osprey/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Mourning_Dove/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Great_Egret/id
https://houstonaudubon.org/birding/gallery/northern-mockingbird.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Mourning_Dove/id
https://ct.audubon.org/nature-notes/great-egret
https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/common-grackle
https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/american-robin
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Osprey/id
https://houstonaudubon.org/birding/gallery/northern-mockingbird.html


Mammals

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

GRAY SQUIRREL

COTTONTAIL RABBIT

NINE-BANDED ARMADILLO

RIVER OTTER

RACCOON

MANATEE

Image Source: Encyclopedia Britannica

Image Source: Gareth Raspberry

Image Source: National Wildlife Federation

Image Source: Cincinnati Public Radio

Image Source: NPR

Image Source: Wild Florida

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/squirrels/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/aquatic/river-otter/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/rabbit/
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Mammals/Nine-Banded-Armadillo
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/raccoon/
https://myfwc.com/research/manatee/
https://myfwc.com/research/manatee/
https://www.britannica.com/animal/North-American-gray-squirrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_cottontail#/media/File:Eastern_Cottontail.JPG
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Mammals/Nine-Banded-Armadillo
https://www.wvxu.org/post/after-raccoon-found-school-zoo-director-says-people-animals-can-still-co-exist#stream/0
https://www.npr.org/2014/09/26/351535429/floridas-manatees-big-beloved-and-bitterly-contested
http://www.wildflorida.com/wildlife/mammals/River-Otter.php


Reptiles & Amphibians 

NATIVE SPECIES
of Northwest Florida

FIELD GUIDE 

FLORIDA SNAPPING TURTLE

EASTERN CHICKEN TURTLE

FIVE-LINED SKINK

GREEN ANOLE

SPRING PEEPER

AMERICAN ALLIGATOR 
Image Source: Ontario Nature

Image Source: New England Public Radio

Image Source: Paul HirstImage Source: Florida Smart

Image Source: Fine Art America

Image Source: Wikipedia

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/freshwater-turtles/freshwater-turtles/
https://myfwc.com/recreation/lead/hickey-creek/wildlife/
https://www.virginiaherpetologicalsociety.com/reptiles/turtles/chicken-turtle/chicken_turtle.php
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/extension/4h/wildlife/fiveline.html
https://ufwildlife.ifas.ufl.edu/frogs/springpeeper.shtml
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/alligator/
https://ontarionature.org/programs/citizen-science/reptile-amphibian-atlas/five-lined-skink/
https://www.nepr.net/post/teacher-students-push-make-spring-peeper-massachusetts-official-state-amphibian#stream/0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1122951
https://www.floridasmart.com/articles/florida-endangered-and-threatened-species-update
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/eastern-chicken-turtle-karl-h-switak.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2073819 

